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Twenty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time — Sunday, August 30, 2026 

It is no easy task being a parent today.  The pressures of the world, the temptations our young 
people face in the culture, and the overall assault of the enemy upon the family can make  
caring for children and grandchildren feel like an overwhelming task.  In today’s world, it is likely 
that all of us feel the burden of family members who have abandoned the Church or faith in 
general.  This reality can weigh heavy upon our hearts. 
 
This past week we celebrated a very unique combination of saints.  We celebrated St. Monica 
on Thursday and her son, St. Augustine, on Friday.  Initially, most of us may not think our lives 

compare to a mother/son combination of saints.  But what is particularly unique about Monica and Augustine is 
how relatable their lives were to what so many of us experience. 
 
Monica was a devout Christian who lived in the 4th century.  Unfortunately, her son Augustine did not follow her in 
the faith and lived a pagan lifestyle for many years of his youth and young adulthood.  Augustine’s lifestyle 
weighed heavy upon his mother Monica.  For years, Monica was perseverant in begging Our Lord for Augustine’s 
conversion without seeming to gain the result she desired.  She shed many tears for her wayward son.  However, 
eventually Augustine did convert and became the great saint we know him today.  Interestingly, Augustine’s  
conversion was not particularly through the direct influence of his mother Monica.  Augustine’s conversion came 
more directly through the influence of another great saint of this era, the bishop St. Ambrose.   
 
This story gives me hope.  For those of us with wayward children, grandchildren, siblings, family, and friends, we 
have confidence in approaching the Lord.  We can pray that those we love will be open and receptive to meeting 
the Ambrose who the Lord may place in their lives to bring them home.  Often times, you and I will not be the  
Ambrose.  We may not be the ones who directly participate in the conversion of our loved ones.  But we can all be 
Monica.  We can all beg Our Lord for His grace to penetrate the hearts of those we love; even the hearts of the 
most hardened and wayward.  Like Monica, our hidden, persevering prayers may be indispensable keys in helping 
them receive these graces.  St. Monica and St. Augustine – pray for our families!     
                                                   Fr. Luke Friess,  Parochial Vicar 

Immaculate Heart of Mary This Week  ( August 31 — September 6, 2026 ) 

Date Mass Intentions & Other Church Events Mass Readings 

Monday 31 

 

6:45 a.m.  L/D Al & Frances Rupp Family 1 Cor 2: 1-5 
Lk 4: 16-30 

Tuesday 1 

 

8:00 a.m.  † Doris Casey 
 

1 Cor 2: 10-16 
Lk 4: 31-37 

Wednesday 2 

 

5:30 p.m.  L/D Kyle & Trista Gasper Family 1 Cor 3: 1-9 
Lk 4: 38-44 

Thursday 3 

St. Gregory the Great, Pope 

8:00 a.m.   † Verland Leiker 

5:00 p.m.   Weekly Reconciliation 

6:30 p.m.   Priest Intention 

1 Cor 3: 18-23 
Lk 5: 1-11 

Friday 4 

 

6:45 a.m.   L/D Mark & Paula Roberts Family 

12:00 p.m. Weekly Reconciliation 

1 Cor 4: 1-5 
Lk 5: 33-39 

Saturday 5 

St. Teresa of Calcutta 

8:00 a.m.   Daily Mass for Vocations 

3:00 p.m.   Weekly Reconciliation 
4:00 p.m.   L/D Lloyd & Maxiline Kisner Family 

1 Cor 4: 6-15 
Lk 6: 1-5 

Sunday 6 
 

Twenty-Third Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

8:00 a.m.    L/D Clarence Jacobs Family 

10:00 a.m.  † Betty Younger 
12:00 p.m.  † Oscar Rauda Gerrero 

2:30 p.m.    Lector Ministry Training Session 

3:30 p.m.    EME Ministry Training Session 

5:00 p.m.    Weekly Reconciliation 

6:00 p.m.    People of the Parish 

Ez 33: 7-9 
Rom 13: 8-10 
Mt 18: 15-20 



3 

Stewardship of Time and Talent 

Liturgical 

Ministers 

September 5 
Saturday 4:00 p.m. 

September 6 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. 

September 6 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

Sacristan Brad Stramel JoAnn Berens Tom Drees 

Cantors Allison Lubbers Steins Gwen Staab & Katrina Staab 

Accompanist Linda Lang Teresa Schrant Debbie Klaus 

Altar Servers Anthony Church 
Ayden Church 
Lana Schmeidler 
Dalton Herrman 

Angelina Schroeder 
Elizabeth Stein 
Claudine Stein 
Samuel Stein 

Ryleigh Byer 
Casen Byer 
Chloe Kinderknecht 
Caleb Kinderknecht 

Lectors Donna Lubbers 
Kay Shippy 

Carson Kraus 
Jason Stein 

Ray Becker 
Olivia Becker 

Gift Bearers Bonnie Rupke Family John & Michelle Chittenden Fam Pending 

Wee Words   Nicole Peters 

EMEs 

 

Bryan Church 
Amy Church 
Donald Lubbers 
Jerry Wasinger 
Lora Hess 
Janelle Pfannenstiel 
Simon Micek 

Josh Schroeder 
Holly Kraus 
JoAnn Berens 
Carol Brull 
Eric Brown 
Lindsey Fox 
Virginia Linenberger 

Curtis Hammeke 
Annette Hammeke 
Linda Stefan 
Jonathan Kinderknecht 
Tom Drees 
Paulla Harris 
Kris Harris 

Greeters Jaclyn Cure Family 
Elden & Kay Klaus 
Volunteers 

Jason & Shayla Werner Family 
Brian & Jaymie Ruder 
Volunteers 

Jerold & Paulla Harris 
Richard & Becky Sook 
Volunteers 

Money Count September 6, 2026                            Kim Rupp*, Deana Rupp, Shirley Scoby, Kelli Schreurs   

Rosaries Donna Lubbers Norbert Kuhn Donetta Robben 

Stewardship of Treasure 

New Ministry Training Sessions Reminder 
 

Lectors:  Sunday, September 6, 2026 at 2:30 p.m. 

Extraordinary Minister of Eucharist:  Sunday, September 6, 2026 at 3:30 p.m. 

Altar Servers: Wednesday, September 16, 2026 at 6:30 p.m.  (Grades 4 and Up) 

@IHM_donations 

Venmo will now be available for 
donations for visitors or          
parishioner donations. You can 
use Venmo for tithing,  candles, 
or capital campaign.  

Budgeted Weekly Income Fiscal Year 2026-2027                     $   32,403.85 

Adult Envelopes   $     22,297.45 

   Offertory Loose Plate    $       1,322.00 

Total Giving weekend of August 23 $     23,619.45 

For this week the collection behind $       8,784.40 

Unify, Beautify, Glorify: Capital Campaign 

Open Loan Balance with Diocese  8/20/2026 $       1,891,000 

   Total Open Pledges  $         229,575 

We are enjoying the beautiful church and parish hall. The loan 

with the diocese remains.  Consider using the green envelopes                

to make a monthly tithe to the capital campaign.   
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Mon, Aug 31   Altar Server Training 
 
Tues, Sept 1   HFE Mass at IHM, 8:00 a.m. 
 
Wed, Sept 2   Cajetan Ca$h Fundraiser Kickoff 
                    Dominic Savio Club – First Meeting 7:20 a.m. (5th gr.) 
 
Thurs, Sept 3     HFE Mass at IHM, 8:00 a.m. 
 
Mon, Sept 7   NO SCHOOL – Labor Day 
 
Tues, Sept 8 HFE Communion Service at IHM, 8:00 a.m. with Deacon Bill   
                      (No Full Mass due to Priest Clergy Days) 
 
Wed, Sept 9 Early Release Day; all students dismiss at 1:15 p.m. 
                      All Staff Meeting, 1:40 p.m. Library 
                    McDonald’s McTeacher’s Night HFE at North Hays  
                      Restaurant between 5-8pm – we earn a portion of all sales &  
                      ALL “2 for $1” cookie sales! 
 
Thurs, Sept 10      HFE Communion Service at IHM, 8:00 a.m. with  
                              Deacon Bill (No Full Mass due to Priest Clergy Days) 
 
Mon, Sept 14      Fall Picture Day in Uniform (all grades PK-5) 
                             No bus services 

YOUTH / ADULT INFORMATION August 30 – Sep 5, 2026 

    HOLY FAMILY ELEMENTARY HAYS CYO & Junior CYO 
Aug 26th- 7:30 p.m.   CYO Meeting in IHM Basement 
 
Sept 3rd- 7:30 p.m.   CYO Meeting in IHM Basement 
 
Sept 5th-7th – Jr CYO Camp at Rock Springs Ranch 
 
Sept 9th- 7:30 p.m.   CYO Meeting in IHM Basement 
 
Sept 16th- 7:30 p.m.   CYO Meeting in IHM Basement 
 
Sept 23rd- 7:30 p.m.   CYO Meeting in IHM Basement 
 
Sept 27th- 4:00-5:30 p.m.   Jr CYO Meeting at St. Joe’s 
 
Sept 30th- 7:30 p.m.   CYO Meeting in IHM Basement 

        

Faith Formation K — 8 
 

2026-2027 Class Schedule 
 
Faith Formation Classes start on Wednesday, September 2, 2026 
Classes go from 6:30pm to 7:30pm 
 
Wednesday, September 9, 2026 at 6:30pm 
 
Wednesday, September 16, 2026 at 6:30pm 
       Fourth Grade Altar Server Practice 
 
Wednesday, September 23, 2026 at 6:30pm 

Sept 1st         HS V Girls golf at Hays Invitational 1-5pm 
       HS V/JV Volleyball Norton Tri with Smith Center 5-8pm 
       JH A/B/C Volleyball At Scott City Tri with Colby 4-8pm 
 
Sept 2nd        Military Appreciation Banquet in the Dining Hall 6-8:30pm 
 
Sept 3rd          HS V Girls Gold at Hesston Invitational 1-5pm 
                       HS V Volleyball at Abilene Quad with Rock Creek & Smoky   
                       Valley 5-8:30 
                       JH A/B/C Volleyball vs Plainville  4:30-7:30 
                        JH Football vs Plainville 4:30-6pm 
 
Sept 4th          All School Mass 9:30am Dreiling Theatre 
                HS V Football vs Norton (Military Appreciation Night) 7-9:30pm 
 
Sept 5th          HS/JH Cross Country TMP Invitational 9am-1pm 
 
Sept 7th            LABOR DAY - No School 
                          HV V Girls Golf at Goodland Invitational 10am-2pm 
 
Sept 8th             Fall Sports Pictures 3:30-5:30pm 
                           JH A/B/C Volleyball at Hoxie Tri with Phillipsburg 4-8pm 
                            HS V/JV volleyball vs Plainville 4:30-7:30pm 
 
Sept 9th             Early Release Day Dismiss at 1:10pm JH/HS 
                           6th Grade Community Building Day at Kennedy 8am-1pm 
                    Dane G. Hansen Foundation qualifying Scholarship Test 1-4pm 
 
Sept 10th           JH Mass in the Chapel 9:30-10:15pm 
                           JH A/B/C Volleyball vs Norton 4:30-7:30pm 
                           JH Football vs Norton 4:30-6:30 
 
Sept 11th           Fall School Picture Day in the JH cove 7:30-11:30am 
                            HS Mass in the Chapel 9:30-10:15am 
                            HS V Football at Russell 7pm-9:30pm  
 
Sept 12th             HS/JH Cross Country at Skyline Invitational 10am-2pm 
                            HS V Volleyball at Trego Tournament 8:30-4pm 
                       HS JV Volleyball at Smith Center JV Tournament 9am-4pm 
 

TMP-MARIAN JR/SR HIGH 

 

 

 
Altar Server Training — For those in 4th Grade or 
higher who would be interested in altar serving at our 
weekend Masses, there is a scheduled training on 
Wednesday, September 16th at 6:30pm in the Church.   

IHM Parish Baptismal Class 
 
Canon law states that parents should have their  
children baptized in the first few weeks; as soon as 
possible after birth (Canon Law 867). For parents 
needing baptism prep classes, it is recommended that 
both parents attend baptismal classes prior to the 
baby’s birth. Classes will be held every quarter. 
Please contact Brad Stramel to begin the process by 
calling the parish office at 785-625-7339. 
 

Baptismal Preparation Class: To be announced  
Please contact Jaclyn Brown at the parish office to 
join by emailing jbrown@ihm-church.com  
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K of C Council 6984 Updates 

Knights of Columbus Religious Ed Raffle Tickets  
 

The Knights of Columbus Charities Aid Foundation has 
their Kansas State Council 2026 Religious Education 
Fund Raffle Tickets for sale again at $100 each. Prizes 
are: one $30,000 prize, one $10,000 prize, six $5,000 
prizes, nine $2,000 prizes, and eight $1,000 prizes. 
Need not be present to win.  
 

St. Mary’s K of C has 15 tickets to sell. To purchase 
one, they are available at the parish office. Money 
raised is used to support our Religious Education    
programs. 
 
Knights Update: At the August Knights meeting it was 
proposed and voted on to change the start time of our 
meetings.  Our council meetings will start at 7:00pm, 
that will be effective at the September meeting. 
 
 

Council Events: 
 
August 30 - K of C Mass at 8:00am, wear blue polos! 
                   Church Membership Drive following Mass 
 
September 10 - K of C Meeting 7:00pm Knights Room 
 
September 20 - Knights Volunteer at Parish Breakfast 

Parish & Community Announcements 

First Saturdays Devotion—September 5 
 

Please join us at IHM Parish each First  
Saturday of the month for the following: 
 

• Rosary – 7:30 AM 
• Act of Reparation – 7:55 AM  
• Mass – 8:00 AM 
• Guided 15-minute mediation on the 

Mysteries of the Rosary immediately after Mass. 
• Coffee & donuts following the guided mediation.  

Welcome our newly baptized to our  
Catholic Community of  

Immaculate Heart of Mary! 
 

Louie Karol Berg 
 

Son of Chase & Julie Berg was baptized Sunday,  
August 23, 2026 by Fr. Luke Friess. 

 

Expression of Sympathy 
 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish extends our 
sympathies & prayers to the families of: 
 

Delphine Stramel – Departed on August 24, 2026 
 

May she and all the souls of the faithfully departed,  
  through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen. 

September Clergy Days will be Monday, September 
7th - Thursday, September 10th. Here is the schedule 
for Immaculate Heart of Mary for the week: 
 
Monday, September 7 - No 6:45am Daily Mass 
Tuesday, September 8 - 8:00am Communion Service 
Wednesday, September 9 - No 5:30pm Daily Mass 
Thursday, September 10 - 8:00am Communion Service 
                                           No 5:00pm Confessions 
                                           No 6:30pm Daily Mass 
 
Please continue to pray for our diocesan priests and for 
an increase in vocations to the priesthood & religious life 

Immaculate Heart of Mary 

 Monthly Breakfast 
 

                          When:   Sunday, September 20, 2026 

                          Time :    8:30 AM till 11:30 AM 

                          Where:  IHM Parish Hall 

                           Free Will Offering 

                    All Invited for food and fellowship! 

Proceeds go to Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Parish Office Notice:  The Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Parish Office will be closed on Monday, September 7 in 

observance of the Labor Day holiday. We will reopen for 

business at 8:00am on Tuesday, September 8th. Have 

a blessed and safe holiday weekend! 

Blessing of the Seed Wheat— If you would like to 

have your seed wheat blessed, please bring it with 

you to Mass and one of our priests can bless them 

in the gathering space after Mass or you may also 

drop it by the parish office at anytime. We pray that   

everyone has a bountiful fall harvest. 

     Congratulations 
 

The parish of Immaculate Heart of Mary offers 
our congratulations to: 

 

Ryan Ruder & Heather Mead 
 

who were married here on Saturday, August 22, 2026, 
by Rev. Andy Hammeke. God bless you on your union! 
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The St. Nicholas of Myra Knights of Columbus invite 
you to their Annual Steak Dinner, on Saturday, Sept. 26, 
social hour at 6pm, and dinner at 6:45pm. Menu: Ribeye 
Steak (10-12oz.), or Honey Pecan Chicken with baked 
potato, vegetable, bread, salad, and dessert. $30 per 
ticket. Take-out orders available. Contact Glenn Gabel 
at 785-628-2120 or Kyle Normandin at 785-623-0580. 
 

Knights of Columbus Cash Raffle: 
1 in 20 chance, 
$50 donation – winner $500 
$100 donation – winner $1,000 
Drawing on Sept. 26. For ticket information contact 
Doniley Sexson at 785-821-3699 

Parish & Community Announcements 

Prayer Chain Ministry:  
 
To place a prayer intention on the prayer 
chain, please call  Lorraine Brungardt at 
625-3021 or Olivia Becker at 259-7132. 

STARS and STRIPES BREAKFAST 
Sunday, September 13, 2025 - 7:30am - 12:00pm 
Proceeds go to: The American Historical Society of  
Germans from Russia: Sunflower Chapter—Hays, Ks.  
Where: VFW #9076 - 22nd & Vine 
Advanced Tickets 
Adults: $12.00 Advance Purchase ($13.00 at the door) 
Child: 5-12 years: $7.00 Advance Purchase ($8.00 at 
the door) 
Under 5 years: Eat for free 
Make Checks out to: AHSGR 
 

Tickets may be perched at the St. Joseph Parish 
Office or through: 
 

Phil Schmeidler, 785-259-6446 
Elmer Dreher - 785-625-6353 
Kevin Rupp - 785-656-0329 
Jerry Braun - 785-650-4116 

Beads of Hope- All grandmothers are invited to join 
our Catholic Grandmothers Group in praying the  
rosary for our grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
Our next rosary will be prayed together on Thursday, 
September 3rd, after the 8:00am Mass in Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church. Coffee and pastries will be  
provided in the Parish Hall after the rosary. We would 
love to have you join us!  
 

“A grandmother’s prayers are powerful, and help plant 
the seeds of faith in her precious grandchildren.” 

Youth Choir (singers and instruments) 

2nd Sundays of the month  September 13 

10:00am Mass 

2nd-12th graders 

Meet in the church basement the morning 
of at 9:00am for practice  

Questions? Contact Jennifer Whitmer 
at jlosey04@gmail.com or 785-259-4373 

mailto:jlosey04@gmail.com
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The next meeting of the Daughters of Isabella #254 
will be Tuesday, September 8, 2026 at 6:00 PM at 
the Parish Hall.  
 
If you want to learn more about the Daughters of Isabella 
and what we are about, please contact Regent Judy  
Brummer, 785-623-8880 or Past Regent Peggy Feltis,  
785-628-1336. 

Parish & Community Announcements 

Tuesday Morning Discussion Group 
 

All are invited to attend the Tuesday Morning  
Discussion Group sessions that will be starting up next 
week Tuesday August 25th at 9:00 a.m. in the IHM 
Parish Hall.  All topics of Catholicism and faith  
discussions take place in an informative setting. 
For more information or have questions feel free to 
contact Dorothy Klaus (785) 625-2197 or by emailing 
1949alex.dorothy@gmail.com 

Pfeifer will be hosting a celebration 
on Saturday, Sept. 12 to commemo-
rate the 150th anniversary of the  
settlement of western Kansas by the 
Volga Germans. In addition to the  
information on the flyer, seed wheat 
will be blessed.  Also, an on-line  
auction is currently being conducted.  

One item we are especially proud to be auctioning is a 
special mass & meal with Bishop Jerry Vincke. 
Information for this special event follows.  For a  
comprehensive listing of the items up for auction and a 
schedule of activities, please visit our website at  
holycrosscharities.org.  
 

On a beautiful Saturday evening in Pfeifer, just before 
the sun sets in the west, gather with family and/or 
friends for a truly special experience: a private Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Jerry Vincke at the beautiful Holy 
Cross Church. 
 

This exclusive evening will be held November 21, 2026 
and is limited to 20 guests total, including the  
purchaser. The 4:00 p.m. Mass will feature music  
provided by the very talented Kathy Dreiling-Amrein, 
adding a beautiful and memorable touch to the  
celebration. 
 

Following Mass, join Bishop Vincke and his Executive 
Assistant, Fr. Mike Leiker, for an elegant dinner in the 
Pfeifer Grade School. The delicious meal will be  
prepared by members of the Great Bend Knights of  
Columbus and served by members of the Holy Cross 
Charities Board. 
 

The evening’s menu includes: 

• Prime Rib 

• Twice-Baked Potato 

• Almond Green Beans with Bacon 

• Dinner Salad 

• Shrimp Cocktail 

• Cheesecake for dessert 

• Drinks 
 

Come enjoy an unforgettable evening of faith,  
fellowship, fine dining, and friendship-all in the beautiful 
setting of Pfeifer, where the warmth and charm of  
small-town hospitality make the evening even more 
special.  Please note: The date for this special  
evening is non-negotiable and travel to Pfeifer is 
the winner’s own arrangement.  

 Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Chapel 

Open Adorer Hours 
 

 

Please contact Brian or Michelle DeWitt at 625-2481 
or via email at haysadorationchapel@outlook.com. 

Saturday   3:00PM Sunday     1:00AM 

Saturday    10:00AM 
2nd Adorer Needed 

Thursday   1:00AM 

Tuesday     9:00AM  
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